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were their chief occupations. The Finnish people
had very interesting traditions and customs in ancient
times, for instance, there was an interesting custom
of marriage by capture. At midnight, the bride-
groom's father put a crust of bread spread with
honey on the gate-post of the house from which a
girl was desired, and then approached a window,
and courted her on his son's behalf If he after-
wards escaped, without being caught by the girl's
father and his friends, the courtship was regarded as
binding. The Bride was conducted to the house of
the Bridegroom by a festal procession. The Finnish
people in ancient times sought help and solace in
life from two sources, their dead, and the spirits of
nature, and the worship of the dead held a more
important place than that of the spirits of nature,
especially amongst the hunting people. All nature
was believed to be life, so much so, that it was
thought that trees, inanimate objects, had a soul.
This affected the ethics of the people who held that
home life must be peaceful and harmonious, other-
wise the spirit of the house might get angry and move
away when life would become joyless. Then again,
inanimate objects were thought to need food and
strength occasionally Thus the sickle was fed after
the harvest with the words " sickle take strength.
The whole summer hast thou worked, we have given
thee thy share, do not touch our share ".
Belief in a life after death was shown by the